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AFFAIRS OF THE THEATER
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SOTHERN AS VILLON AND THE REAL
STORY OF THE POET-THIEF.

—

One Instance Where the Trath Would
Furnish a Far Better Play Than a

Romancing Dramatist Has,

—_———— —

Edward H. Sothern
Ccarelessness ol ths !
York. His part
son Is nterest
beginning he pre
ard Lovelace,”
acter in IiL.
Irving, son
tempt to =h
Lovelace, wh
poets and who
have lasted I
The play secms
happened that
one the
play is somber
tractive to the multd
drawn and a play nams
was substituted. Mr
York with his fath
play. Probably he will
Sothern may use it ] he season.

“If I Were KD * an Mr. Sothe
acting of it are g large audiences to
the Garden The written by
Justin Huntley hose father is
a famous writer, yvoung Mal
bas been succe
farces and
King"” he has mi
prime persconage and the
describe one of Villon's adventures.
eording to Mr. McCarthy, Villon
grace In the eyves of the King and

daris Ly leading his troopa to victory
against the forces of the Duke of Bur-

undy. But he ridiculed the King In a

llade entitled *“If 1 Were King,”” and the
King, who was in disguise and lurking In
& cabaret, whera Villon and nis friends
were drinking, heard the

tor b«
I"n'.'- i
I‘i-l:\ 1858 EOINIDH

]t WwWas

arthy
hia
Were
the
purports to
Ac-

fon nirl

is

light

saved

insul: to him.
He framed a cruel jest. Villon shouid be
mayor of Parls for a week and then he
should die. Villon was In lovs a lady
of the court, Katherine De Vaucelles, and
the king told him that if he should win
her the sentence of death should be com-
muted. Marveiously, Villon did win the
lld)‘, and when he was banished, instead of
hanged, she left France with him
Thia theme s not so new that the
habitue will not be gble to trare
effective scenes without having witnessed
them. In the first act, of course, Villcn and
his companions are having a roaring time
in & taproom. Wenches are sitting on sou
of the men's knees., Villon Is astride
barrel and with tankard in hand
his new ballads. Later h
exercises his poetic temperament
clnating art In the wooing of the s
and refined Katherine. Here the st
mits of a beautiful stage plceture of a
of a castle covered with roses and green
grass growing all around. For so graceful
and spirited an actor as Mr. Sothern—he Iis

theater
out

sacknowledged the leading romantie actor of |

the United States—there should be no lack
of opportunity to use many of the melo-
aramatie triecks that have agitated play-
Eoers for so long IBut thig i= naot the story
of Francois Villm and when compared
with the true staor makerhilt is a silly
and Insipid tale not 1t . v e amuse the
elas=s of prr=o ' - Mr, Sothern
~—If they kn which they
should.

.

Francols Vil Paris in
1. His fathe : ! ' s of Mont-
corbler, from . . in jourbhons
His uncle was ! WL { the
leginte church of iat DBenolt near the
Borbonne, and be guardian of

Villgg, He made the boy attend
at the Unlversity of Paris and
degree of master of aris
with many other student=s at the univi
cast aside the ambition to b
officinl of the church or the
CAmMe a parasite and a thief,

Villon spent most of
eabarels with ths g men and women
that took riotous pleasure there. After
paveral brawls he had to iy from Paris.
He was pardoned and returned to the
University, but fled again after committing
R theft. In 1457 he was at the gav court,
At Blois, of Charles IVOrleans, who also
Was a poet. FHe stole something from the
church of PBaccon, near Meung, and was
imprisoned in the castle of Meung-sur-
YLoire. He was pardoned in 1461 when he
was thirty years old He stole again, was
banished and died aw: from Paris

At that time, according to Gaston Paris,
of the French Academy, who recently
WwWritten a blography of Villon, ““the
blé wretchedness of Paris and of France
during so many years had accustomed all
to find means of subsistence as well as they
eould. Publle morality was not better than
probity. The Duke of Burgundy made
solemn entry into Paris surrounded by his

dis,
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He, Jdnn common
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youn

has

norri-

his

pald to his ‘dame of Ix ity as to
Quecn, and the provost of
Hely the protector of the “folles femmes.” "
8o Villon might well have been a thief
His way of living gave him compassion
fn{ the suffering common people and this
spirit inspired him to be if France's
Ereatest poets Much as the ballade form
has been used In the centuries since Villon,
the baudade remains his.
X X =

Mr. MecCarthy surely read Robert Lonis
Stevenson's masterful short story, “"lLodg-
ing for the Night before he wrote Jis
Villon play for Mr. Sothern, yet, if he dld
he got nothing from it. After the descrip-
tion of the lonely house where the poet and
some of his friends were drinking, Steven-
pon wrote thus of Villen: "On right
Villon and Guy Tabary were huddled to-
gether over a scrap of parchment: Villon
=sking a ballade which hs o call
‘Ballade of Roast Fish,"” and Tabary sp
tering

One «

the

the
lut-
D€t wAsS A rag of o man, little and
ean, with hollow cheek fLn thin biack
locks, He carried h
years with feverish a:
made folds about hiz m
the plg struggled togetl in his face., It
Was an eloquent, sharp, ugly, ly coun-
tenance. Hlis hand small and
hensile, with fingers knotted I r cord,
and they were continually fickering in
front of him in violent and 'r‘(;-'-

tomime.”. Then f{. ] p
Thevenin and the rifiing of

imation l;[.liii

wuth. The wolf and

5 Wera nre=-

sSive pan-
the mn
4 nis pockets, the
flight of Villon over the s --.*."ri.»':tk- ts, his
efforts to find lodging, which he finally did
At the home of a noble } y
ing eaten and warmed hin {
dently asserted that if the schol
as hard pressed in life h

&3 the thief of a poet,
ptolen money from L

found frozen to death

as 44 Villon For ti

the vagabond out

elosed behind him.

ing over e wite

fortable morning ush

Jon stood and heartil

the middle of the r
entieman,” he thought

Me goblets may be wo

Such wnans
salient facts In
@8 historical plavs
& good dramatist! Co
fanciful production
truthful drame.
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The opinfon that truth is
which Is prettily termed
not by any
suppert ia the drama
classic are ‘“‘ideallzatio
the view of Wiliam
A& review in the New Yorl
performance of Sir Henr
Ellen Terry in “Charle

“The Irving dramatic
night at the Knlekerbe
Prfﬁrn:ru:t » of Wills
Charles the Flrst I
E“Oh '1*.'!'_ Qs nIing
Henrictta, making th
American stage, uf
months, delighted
dience, and were
cordial and
‘("'“l’-'i"ll Wiis
deed, one of exce; - enthusiasm, thi
puhllc Apprecialion of hem expressing |
gelf not only by long-continued plaudits
bul. t.'}' rapt observance of their ayviy louk
and word and deed, and by many silent
denotements of profound sympathy h
play of ‘Charies the First' Is one that
gron‘i] affects the Imagination and deeply

uches the heart—for its central char-

T is one of ideal beauty, Ity chief situa-
s one of agonising suspense, ils lag-

the

means

ringing
to these e ¥rnied actors

X | I long for,
tne |
: |

! his

week from to-morrow

| many
bastards; Charles Vil had the same honors |
his |
Paris was pub- |

{ Charles R. Thorn, jr., and

admiration at : houlder, The |
1 twenty |

had |

| time of

1wirder of |

* | are

| King.,” and will then
| Calne's

1 Count

| cennes,” which

guage rises to a noble height of poetlic
feeling, and its climax Is one of overwhelm-
ing pathos—and to the play also the public
response was that of eager interest and
unequlvoeal admiration Calls wore nu-
merous after each act, and after the lasl
curtain Henry Irving responded in a brief
gracefully expressing his sense of
the public favor and hils pleasure In once
more meeting an American audience.

“In delineating the character of King
Charles | Mr. Wills has presented the roy-
alist ideal, investing the monarch witl
many virtues, making his life an embiem «
moral grandeur, his death
martyrdom, and his perso :
wuisite type of refinement, dignity, cnlvairy
and simple heroism Readers who derive
their views of English history exclusively
from the pages of Macaulay will, of course,
dissent from this portrayal, Insisting that
King Charles was the incarnation of tyran-
ny and falsehood, oppressor of  his
people, and the inveterate foe of popular
rights and constitutional rule. Zealots of
abetract f(reedom commonly quick to
tnke ofiense at any good word that is sald
for Charlea I. vet everv student knows that
Macaulay view of history is sometimes

i usly rhetorical than scrupuious-
ly just, and that Charles Stuart, with sll
hi=z politieal indirection, his defects of will,
and his errors of weakness, was, in many
wavs, a4 roval, admirable and lovable per-
son, and. it i8 to be considered that he
fatally expiated his sins—the greatest of
which was the lamentably short-sighted,
ienominlous and apparently panic-st
sacrifice of his best friend,
of Strafford—and that he died,
for his cause.”

“A mcre astute and po'itic ruler, such as
William III, perceiving the drift of popu-
lar sentiment toward a larger civil fres
dom and a different religious faith, would
have fashioned and utllized it -
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Charles per
ished because of his blind and bigote
;

had been re
some liberty
d facts; hia por-

and according to which h
The dramatist has taken
ascertained and establishs ]
trait of Cromwell is untrue to life, and also
it is needlessly base—for the ruin of the
King would be just as pathetic wrought by
a fair antagonist as by a foul one, but in
general this kind of artistic liberty is per-
missible in a work of the Tmagination—and
here the object was, not an historical pre-
sontiment of warfare between King and
Parliament, but a conerete image of regal
magnanimity, supreme above betrayal and
disaster, and of majestic fortitude, tri-
umphant over anguizh and =erene In the
presence of death. The practical value of
such an example, to those who can really
feel and understand it, could scarcely |
overstated. Such words as these, wilh
which the doomed sovereign, on his way to
the scaffold, takes his last farewell of his
witfe and queen, sink into the heart and
remaln there forever:

““ *“To thee 1 do consign my memory,
O banlsh not my fromm off
Because It painsg awhile In naming It
Harsh grief doth pass, In time, into far music,
RHad-eyed regret that walls upon thy steps
Will daily grow a gentlie, dear companion,

And hold sweat converse with thee, of thy dead,
1 fear me 1 may some time fade from thee—
Lest, when thy heart expellieth gray-stoied grlef,
That 1 may bide no longer in thy memory.

O keep my place In It forever green,

All hung with the Immaortelles of thy love,
That sweet abiding In thine Inner heart

more than sculptured monument

Or proudest pomp among the tombs of kings,
Remamber!” **
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News of Playgoers,

Ernest Hogan, a negro writer and singer
of rag-time songs that has been successful
in the Eastern vaudeville houses, recently
gave Lhis sage advice to others of his race
in an advertisement in the Dramatic Mirro:

“To all my friends of ebonvy hue

Let me offer vyou a suggestion:

Behave yourselves and deliver the goods,

And that will solve the race question.”

X X X

members of the

The principal company

| that will sing “San Tov," successor to an-

other musical *“The Runaway
Girl,” at English’'s Opera House goon are
Samuel Collinsa, Paula Edwards,
Celeste and Melville Stewart.
has a
Mr.

comedy,

Marile
Miss Celeste
large number of friends here, and
Fortescue is known to this publiec by
fun-making as the theatrical manager
in “The Belle of New York.”
X X X
Miss Bertha Runkle, girl-author of

"“The Helmet of Navarre,"” a historical
romance that was published serially In the
Century Magazine and later had a consld-
erable vogue in book form, is attending the
rehearsals of the dramatization of the tale
at the Metropolitan Opera House, in New
York. Charles Dalton, who playved here in
““The Sign of the Cros; saveral times, will
be the “star” in “The Helmet of Navarre.'!

the

X A x
“Maid Marian,”
wiil sing this season, is a sequel to “Robin
Hood," and in the new the principal
members of the old company will imper-
sonate tha characters they had in “Robin
Hood,” thus: Mr. Barnabee, the sheriff of
Nottingham; Mr. McDonald, Littie John,
and Mr. Frothingham, Friar Tuck. Miss
Van Studdiford will be the Maid Marian
The new opera will be sung nrst at the
Chestnut-street Theater, in Philadelphia, a
nighnt,
x X X
Mras. G. H. Giibert, known among players
a& the “grandma of the stage.,” celebrated
the eightieth anniversary of her birth last

which the Bostonians

Dlece

with Miss
Famlily."

Annie Russell in
She recelved telegrams from
theatrical folk, and after the night
performance Miss Russell gave a dinne n
Mrs, Gilbert's honor. The aged
never misses & performance or a rehearsal,
and the Indianapolis playgoers that saw
her act recently know that she has no lack

“A Royal

of virility for the kind of characters she is |

called on to Impersonate.
X X x

This week the American Stock Company,
of New York, will revive “The Lights o
London,” a melodrama that the older play-
goers will remember. J. H. Stoddart, whao
is now acting in "The Bonnie Brier Bush”
in New York, was In the original ca=t of
the old playv. So were Stuart Xobson,
Sarah Jewett,
died long ago. The
Lights o' London" was

last-named
“The

The two
last time

ter, and the young patrons of that

weéere eénthuslastio over It because it

no less than twenty-one different scenes,
A X X
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| néent

| Otis SKkinner in

| presented in

! Monday In St. Louls, where she was acting |

actress |

| played in thias city was at the Park Thea- |

E. 8. Willard has come from England to |

mnke a tour of the United States and Can-
ada n an Intense written for
him by Louis N.

adaptation of Rostand's

Misz Maude Adams.
the new play.

melodrama

Parker, who made

“L'Aiglon" {or
which is called
nal,” In Montreal the other evening,
the action s 1510, during
of FPope Julins 11 A cardinal
confession of a man that ha
murder. The cardinal's
1_.."1 been arrested and
for the crime, and
of the confessional
use his Information to =ave his brothi
iife. However, while on his wav 0o witness
the axecution the murderer was tempted to
confess again, and this time in the pre .
of persous otner than the cardinal
X X =
New plays are announced
Allen and
under the
Miss Allen
in Marlon Crawford’s

The
the reign
neard the

fSenNilencey to death

d

younger brother
1

because of t

the or

not

'S

iminal could

fEnce

Miss Viola

James O'Neill, bot} of whom

I-."-‘h: r n“:'.
out

management of

Co will play the season

“wyy -
in the

[

of Roma, the principal figure
latest novel, “*The i
Calne has made the
O'Neill Is using h
of Monte Cristo
he will be scen I ;
by Edward Rose.
ployed on the
pted “Under
Prisoner of Zenda'"
is another Edward Ross
that makes playvs for
and that dramatized AN
will bhe s at
Opera House all of next week.
X X X
W. M. EBates, press agent for Klaw & Fr-
who usually is content '
news (o dramatic editors
the following

Nir.
Mr.,

langer,

nishing
! tale for the public's

he Rogers Broth

‘an ¢laim the proud distinction of belng

life saver." AL the fmatinee perf:

™ - | 2. - t
the Rogers Brothers in

tion: “*Max Rogers, of t

rmance of
Washington a mid-
dle-aged lady sat In an end seat four 1
from the stage. She was very much Intar-
ested In the ‘turn’ of the brothers and esne-
ially In Max, who, when the mood ste?
him, can be funnier t

monkevs at the Bronx Zoo. Du ‘con-
versation’ s=he laughed wvery heartilyv for
several minutes and then suddenly. as

"1 it the wed = ,_'i_.ﬁl of dis-
tress, The stage manager at the pe sphole
had been watching the aundience and had
had his attention attracted to this lady by

WS

) kes
I @ o full of

ri{n
il

the

bovs' stage, sh

her enthusiastic demonstrations of enioyve |

ment. He noticed she had become hyster-
leal, and, just as the Rogers Brothers were
about 0 &0 on In response 0 an encore.

the |

Mr. Willard produced |

“The Cardl- |

l'.l.._'.i'r" i-‘f the |

take on the character |

|
[
|
|
|

committed

he sanctity |

warned them of the ladv's condition. They
eut the encore short and let it fall fat
When they returned to the stage the lady
had recovered her composure Had Max
kent on his fun-making in response to the
encore the results might havi Se-

proved

rious to hes In two instances peonie have |

overcome by hilarity,

audiences."”

from

been removed,
the Rogers Brothers
A, 4 i

Most of the country's
moters have been touched by Charies
deszire

plays, pla

theatrical

pro-

man's to make himself

than vers or

and are following his lead Ir
of personal exploitation. It often
amusing to the habitual theaterg
stance, when !1:' iw & Erianger

a company o sing Quille
christened it the “"Klaw & Erlanger
Opera Company.” Then they named
companyv at th

COXY

nead of which are
Max Rogers the "Klaw & Erlange
Comedy Company.” This season they pri
duced a new musien omedy by Ty B
S8mith, entitled *““The Lib y Belles."" In
naming the company vy no longer had
recourse to the term “musical comedy,”” g0
they are making it known as “"Klaw &
Erlanger's Troubadours.”
o x X

Maurice Campbell, husband and manager
of Henrletta - Mrs.
Fiske's only rival for the honeor of bein:
martyred by the theatrical syndicate
the sake of art—this beautiful phrase iz in
spired by thse Dramati Mirror—-has an
nounced, for adwvertising purposes, that h«
will pay $5,0%, besides royalties, for a
romantic comedy that suits Miss Crosman
and him. That i2 to sayv, he will give the
dramatist a bonus of §10,90 and if the play
be a success tha writer will get $15.000 more.
The play must be delivered to Mr. Camp-
bell within two vears He says he would
like a drama by Edmond Rostand or Vic-
torien Bardou, but he di not bar un-
known writers At this time several Eng-
lish and American playvwrights are work-
ing on dramas lfor Miss Crosman’s use. She
gained considerable prominence last winter
:‘:& ,N.'.'“ Gwynne in a play called “Mistress
- '.‘h.-

Crosmman who is

es

X X X
Kyrls Bellew will make his
ance as Gaston de

Ford's

first

appear-
Marzac in Harriet
dramatization of Stanley Wey-
man’'s story, "A Gentleman of France,” at
the Russell Theater, Ottawa, next Wednes-
day night. The following Monday the
company will begin a series of perform-
ances at the Grand Opera House, in Chi-
cago. In Mr. Bellew's company are {wo
actors that once were leading men in this
citv's Grand Opera House stock company.
.i‘]'ﬂ’}-' are John Ilood and

Howell Hansel
Mr. Flood will play. Henry of Navarre,
and Mr. Hansel M

Fresnoy to Mr. Bel-
lew's Marsac The leading woman of the
company is Mlss Eleanor Robson, who was
here last spring with Mrs, Le Movne and
in BErownin “In a Baleony,
which was acted in a double bill with Wil-
lism Butler Yeats's “land of Heart's D
gire. Other prominent players—thouzn
not so well known to Indianape theator-
goers as those already name Mr. Bel-
lew's support i1 Dwyer, John Blair,
Ciarence Handyslde and Edgar Selwyn.

Ay .
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1—in
are Ad

< X X
“Ben-Hur"”" will be pr:
nois Tha
the following
weeks'
the
Dri
nlel |-:'
season of
in New York,
the publie It
This is

sented at the I11-
ater in Chlcago NOov. 16, and
Monday evening & three
series of performances will begin at
Olymple Theater 1| Louis. The
will 2o into Colonial The-

Boston March 17 will open the
1%2-(3 at the Broadway Theater
where it was shown to
will not be geen in Indian-
the third season for the

spectacle, and every performance at the
Illinols Theater has been altended by all
the people the house could hold.” For last
geason and the season before the total re-
ceipts for the show were $615,000, It will be
Svdney, fustralia, in Fabru-
aryv, and at the Drury-twune Theater, Lon-
don, in March. Negotiitions are pending
for productions in France, Germany and
Russia. General Wallace's rovalties on the
play, it will be seen. have been heavy and
will continue in« The stage
pictures, which include chariot race in
the Clircus Maximus, are advertised mors
prominently than the play itself, which Is
sketchyv,

until
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COUNT HUNT DE GRUB WATCHES
SANTOS DUMONT'S AIR SHIP.
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A fine oak Corner Chalr
price, (Same as cut.) Solid
polish and well constructed,
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When you bake by THE SCHILL STEEL
AND
BEILEAD. The latest
improvements in stove construction. Spring
coal,
COn-
and
warm-
d, ,duplex
CGuaranteed.

cuty),
perfectly
dura-
parlor or re-

3 WE FURNISH YOUR HOME COMPLETE=-=-Carpets, Furniture, Stoves,
l.ace Curtains, Draperies, Crockery, [.amps, Pictures, Efc., Eic.
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And Whose Motto Is and Always Has Been:

at a very low
golden
and a

Air-tight,

movable fire-pot.
hours: for soft coal, coke
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date, with improved economic features.

stove, particularly the sectional fire-pot.
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Wringer,
Provided
i

changing a wringer {rom one
drip board con-
either tub.
Sold elsewhere for

the

8 « HONESTY IS THE BEST POLICY”

¥

will buy this Couch (same as cut).
gtered in New York leatier,
exactly like leather, and will
polished oak
carved claw feet; seven rows
with the guaranteed steel
which is adopted and specified by
Government for upholstery.

other cover,
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Uphol-
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outlwear any
frame,
deep
construction,
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looks

with
tufis,

Commode,
lar. Finished golden.

M4-in. by 2-in. bevel mirror.

Drawers have
capped bedrails,
Price,

Commode,
joints, Heavy
Dresser carved.

Here Is the Steve That Is Making Us Many Warm Friends.

hot-blast and smoke-consuming, down-
draft heater, dustless shaking grate and sectional re-

Guaranteed to hold fire twenty-four
Entirely up to
We shall be

5
¢
pleased to show you the many good points about this }
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in the market at this price,

A carload in assorted styles
on =sale at They
the Grand trademark,
guarantee of quality. We
with either the supported
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Southeast Corner Delaware and Washington Streets
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GUARDING OUR PRESIDENTS.

More Care Musti De Used Than Has

leen the Case Heretofore.
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it Is mournful even to think of such a
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' exposing the peison of the Presldent need-

Has no superior as a metal
polish. On brass, nickel, cop-
per or tin perfect results are
obtained. Hands or woodwork

If you buy
from Hartmann

there will be no clash between duty and
dollar-. Every dollar seems (o buy a liitle
more quality at Hartmano's than &t any
other p ace.

R.ason s that the veteran siove man studies
critically the qualny o1 every arucle manu«
factured in his line—then geis (he price down
by m King a isryge coniract lor the exclusive
saie of ihat ardicle in Indianspolis. 315-317 -
319 E. Washington Street. € mplete Houses
furnishers. We now cover 20,000 feer floor
space. Membzr Mcrchanis' Association -
we pay yours railroad fare.

are not smirched by its wuse.
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RICE CUTS NO FIGURE...

Ask to see this Solid Oak three-plece Bed-
room Suit, consisting of Bed, Dresser and
A splendid sult in every particu-
Dresser has a large
Solid post
pilaster and paneled ends to Dresser and
dove-talled

Bed and

The best Cabinet Mantel Folding Bed

$10.75
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When you get first-class laundering-—that is what we always give yon

"PHONES 249,

THE EXCELSIOR LAUNDRY

17 CAPITOL AYENUE 50UTH,




